
Your first open 
source contribution

Open Documentation Academy



What we'll cover

● Quick introduction to the Open Documentation Academy

● How we work with documentation (GitHub)

● Work through a task

● Task completion

● Choose your own task



Open Documentation Academy

● A new model for open source contributions

● An example of collaboration

● Recognised experience

● Networking opportunities

● Documentation skills

● New open source contributors



How we work with GitHub



Academy task management



What you'll need

https://discourse.ubuntu.com/t/welcome-to-the-coda-workshop-at-ubucon-asia/66335

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://discourse.ubuntu.com/t/welcome-to-the-coda-workshop-at-ubucon-asia/66335&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756634205635158&usg=AOvVaw03ARkHx7LfuLikTIFhbCz-


Fork and clone a repository

● Go to https://github.com/canonical/ubuntu-core-docs/fork
● Click Create fork
● You will now have: 

https://github.com/<username>/ubuntu-core-docs
● On your Linux machine, type:

git clone https://github.com/<username>/ubuntu-core-docs.git
followed by cd ubuntu-core-docs

● Create a new local branch:
git checkout -b workshop-fix

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://github.com/canonical/ubuntu-core-docs/fork&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756634205657695&usg=AOvVaw2tuwvxXmdlwLCl--HTJb9e
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://github.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756634205657887&usg=AOvVaw3Uahv4Nv_7ifN0h89POkEC
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://github.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756634205657979&usg=AOvVaw36v_TYhKer_wEi3WUY-9eh


Build the documentation

● Type: cd docs
● To build the documentation locally, type: make run
● Open a web browser, and go to http://localhost:8000/



Assign a task to yourself

https://github.com/canonical/open-documentation-academy/issues/243



Work on a task
● When a file is changed, the documentation is rebuilt

● Open almost any file with your text editor, and replace the 
Markdown link with a reference:

Markdown link: [This is some text](this-is-the-file-path)

Source: replace a link with {ref}`unique-reference-name`

Destination: add (unique-reference-name)=

● Check that your fix works



Stage your changes

● Add the change with git add <edited-file>

● Add a brief description with git commit -m "switch links to refs"

● Push to a new branch on your fork: git push origin workshop-fix  



Create a pull request
● Add the change with git add <edited-file>
● Add a brief description with git commit -m "switch links to refs"
● Push to a new branch on your fork: git push origin workshop-fix
● Open https://github.com/<username>/ubuntu-core-docs

● Select Compare & Pull request, check the diff, edit the title, 
add a brief description and finally click Create a pull request

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://github.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756634206291398&usg=AOvVaw0OOqaUEkS4roB9xIs0_PR5


Congratulations!



Next steps

https://github.com/canonical/open-documentation-academy/issues

Questions?

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://github.com/canonical/open-documentation-academy/issues&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1756634207403058&usg=AOvVaw1lRBnyE-4QvZyOWyG8xdER


Thank you!

https://documentationacademy.org/

(we're hiring)


