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GhVvmCtl

Test your GUI apps from
GitHub runners g




.:%‘, UbuCon

B215 2025

|l Asmallintro!

[0 README & Code of conduct &3 Apache-2.0 license

ghvmctl

"Easily create and manage desktop VMs for testing snap packages in CI"

> ghvmctl latest/stable 0.4.1 () Release [passing! () Promote passing|

Published for j, with # by Snapcrafters




How does it work?

Uses LXD to create and Launch an Ubuntu Desktop
VM

Prepares the DE before starting the app

Uses a wrapper script (ghvmctl-runner) to execute
commands inside the VM

Allows users to install, run and manage snaps
Captures Full-screen or active window screenshots
inside the VM.
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How do we use it?

e Created a Cl script that uses the
GhVmCtl snap

e [nstalls the snap inside the GitHub
runner

e Collects the screenshots requested

e Our bot commits the screenshots in a
separate GitHub repo for screenshots




How this tool helps?

e Prepares the VM with needed changes

e Can be performed inside any CI/CD service (tested with
GitHub runners)

e This can support any packaging format, not only snaps

e Does not need any special tools

e You can see any problem when your app is not running!
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Why LXD?

e Lightweight and Efficient
e Easy VM Management
e Powerful Shapshot & Restore
Features
e Supports Both Containers & VMs
e Automation & Scalability




Any Questions?
Shoot them...




