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Ubuntu 25.10's Only Supported RISC-V Platform: QEMU
Virtualization

Written by Michael Larabel in Ubuntu on 26 September 2025 at 02:20 PM EDT. 29 Comments

ubuntu®

Back in June it was announced by Canonical that for the Ubuntu 25.10 release they
would be raising the RISC-V baseline to the RVA23 profile even with barely any
available RISC-V platforms supporting that newer RISC-V profile. That change is still
going ahead and leaves Ubuntu 25.10 on RISC-V currently only supporting the QEMU
virtualized target.

Ubuntu 25.10 and beyond mandates the RISC-V RVA23 profile even with a lack of RISC-V platforms
currently supporting that specification, which mandates scalable vector support and other features.
Existing RISC-V hardware support is basically relegated to Ubuntu 24.04 LTS, Ubuntu 25.04 for a non-
LTS release with more recent packages, or using alternative RISC-V Linux distributions.

In an Ubuntu Discourse post today, it was reaffirmed that just QEMU is basically supported by
Ubuntu 25.10 RISC-V... In the Ubuntu 25.10 Foundations Edition post it was commented about the

“As RVA23 hardware is not yet on the market currently QEMU is the only supported platform in the 25.10 release
will continue to be supported in the 24.04 LTS release.”

® Ubuntu 25.10 Foundations Team
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“there were some questions about the lack of available silicon, but the direction of travel fo
obvious and we wanted to be at the forefront of it. When SpacemiT announced their K3 silic
year, we were ready to support it.”
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crossdev-stages

github.com/lu-zero/crossdev-stages
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