Writing and Publishing Books
with Free Software

Nathan Haines
nhaines@ubuntu.com
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* Computer enthusiast
— Programmer
— Gamer

— Computer technician
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Nathan Haines

* Ubuntu member
— California Local Community Team Leader

— Ubuntu Community Council
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Nathan Haines

Beginning Ubuntu
for Windows and

* Author Mac Users

Start your Journey into Free and
M ° b Open Source Software
— Beginning Ubuntu -

Second Edition

Nathan Haines

for Windows and Mac Users
(Apress; November 2022)

Apress-

— Original Fiction
— English translator for Farnham’s Legend and

Egosoft’'s X-Universe series of novels
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Why publish a book? g

Have a story to tell

Want to connect with others

°* Fame

Fortune
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Publishing a book @

* Traditional Publishing
* Self-publishing
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Traditional publishing Q’

* Write a manuscript

— Non-fiction books are sold by proposal

Submit manuscript to agents

Agent submits to publishers

Publisher offers a contract
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Self-publishing @

* Write a book
* Hire editor(s)
* Hire cover designer

* Hire layout designer
Publish the book
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Royalties

@
* Traditional publishing

— Publisher pays an advance on royalties

— Publisher collects 45-55% of gross profit

— Pays author 8-15% of net profit

* Agent receives 10-15% of author’s profit
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Royalties

@
* Self-publishing

— Author receives 100% of net profit

* 35-70% of gross profit on ebooks
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Royalties

@
* Traditional publishing

— Team of experts work on your book

— Access to book stores and libraries
* Self-publishing

— You find and hire your own team

— Keep creative control, rights, and marketing
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Time to write

* Word processing software
— LibreOffice Writer
— FocusWriter

— Your favorite text editor
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Editing in Word
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Editing in LibreOFffice Writer
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Share Office Documents With Others
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Revision

de

* LibreOffice Writer

— Track changes

— Compatible with Word tracking and comments
* Source control

— Probably overkill

— Good for changes, not for comments
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Revising in LibreOffice Writer
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Interior Layout @

* LibreOffice

— Styles and page formatting
* Scribus

— Full desktop publishing solution
* Sigil

— EPUB fFormatting for ebooks
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Called Under

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are
products of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously and are not to
be construed asreal. Any resemblance to actual events, locales,
organizations, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.

Copyright @ 2019 Nathan Haines
ISBN-13: 978-1-0758-T696-T
ISBN-10: 1-0758-Te06-6

Allrights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any
manner whatsoever without written permission, except in the case of brief
quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.

First electronic edition: June 2019
First paperback printing: June 2019

Visit Nathan Haines on the World Wide web
at https o furww nhaines.com/

ONE

I remember when our family used to love to go on vaca-
tion in the summer. Every year, we'd rent a cabin up in
the mountains, right by a lake. It was a two or three hour
drive away, and my parents would pack me and my two
brothers and my sister into the car and we’d drive up for
a week while we were out from school. As far back as 1
can remember.

A real tradition.

A year ago, when I was 12, I was excited to head back
up to the cabin. My dad had finally said I was old enough
to paddle a canoe by myself, even if I did have to wear an
embarrassing life jacket. I hated them because they were
rough and made me sweat, and then the sweat wouldn't
evaporate. But those were the rules. Dad made it clear
that I had to follow them or else.

But by the time we reached the mountain and were
driving up the winding road to where we were going to
stay, I wasn't so upset about it. It was a hot day like it was
every July, and I knew it would be cooler, which was good
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Nov9 10:26

Called Under

8 NATHAN HAINES

super easy. I'd been helping to row for a few years, so
now that I was way older, it was no big deal. I paddled
the canoe up next to the dock and onto the shore, and
jumped out.

For a moment, I wanted to go deeper onto the lake. 1
mean, of course I did. But I felt like the lake was calling
to me. I started to turn around, then I heard Dad calling
at me.

“Great work, Joey! You were a master out there! I
guess you've been paying attention to your ol’ Dad after
all.”

Ifelt my chest swell with pride.

“after lunch, after a 30 minute rest, you can go out as
far as you like. Just keep your life jacket on.”

1 felt great! I jumped up and punched my fist in the
air. “Allright! Canl go around the island and explore?”

“Sure,” Dad said. "I think you have the basics down.”

This was the best news ever. Lunch couldnt come
soon enough.

We ate lunch inside the cabin. Mom made egg salad
sandwiches, and cut them into triangles. Of course, I was
too old for triangles, but I still kinda liked them anyway.
Everything was going great, until Rudy started picking on
Benji. Rudy just didn't know when to keep his mouth
shut.

Next thing I knew, Dad was yelling at Rudy and Mom
was trying to cheer Benji up. And she wasn't having
much luck. Iignored it as being just little kid stuff until 1
heard Dad yell at Rudy. “You know what? Benji gets to
ride with Joey in the canoe after lunch!”

“What?" I yelled. “That's not fairl You said I got to

CALLED UNDER

take it alone!”

Dad glared at me. *Would you like to stay out of the
water and watch your brothers all day?”

I stared back. My mind raced over the possibilities,
There was no chance I would win this. “No,” I said.

“Good. Idon’t want to hear another word about this,”
Dad said.

I sulked while I ate the rest of my lunch. Angela
wasn't in any trouble, and Rudy seemed to have escaped
any actual consequences for teasing Benji, so he was in a
good mood. The only one who had to suffer for anything
was me. That just wasn't fair at all. I kept my mouth
shut, though. After lunch, we got to turn on the radio
and listen to music. Benji came over and climbed into
my lap on the couch. 1held him, and he asked questions
about canoeing. I told him we’'d go on the lake and I'd
row him to the island. He got really excited about that,
and my anger at having to take him along disappeared a
little. 1 was still angry at Dad, though, for breaking his
promise. But Benji was never any trouble and I could
always go out again tomorrow. Especially if I was good
with Benji. Sol just played along, like all this was part of
the plan.

Once about 30 minutes were up, | asked Dad if we
could go canoeing finally. Dad said yes, and walked us
down to the dock. Angela stayed on the shore to play by
the water, but Rudy came along because he wanted to
canoe too. He was such a baby, always imitating me.

Anyway, we came out from the trees into the bright
sun. The lake kept the breeze cool, but I always felt like
the dock was a place of extremes. The sun hot, but the
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Ebook interior layout
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What really bothered him—and bothered him every trip he took, all the way back to his first jump as a stowaway—was that when a ship was in tach it was
completely engulfed in a solid, uniform, mind-numbingly dull gray field. It was an effect that someone had once, in a fit of misguided poetry, called "The Gray Wake."
Grif preferred "The Gray Wall of Infinite Boredom." but the other name was the one that took.

The gray was ever-present: the "Pilot's Nest," set forward from the rest of the bridge and sunk into the deck, was encased in a bubble of transparent alloy that
provided the pilot a magnificent view... when the ship wasn't surrounded by endless gray nothing. That gray nothing gave Grif the impression that he was hanging in
the middle of oblivion.

part0019.html
part0020.html
part0021.html
part0022.html
part0023.html

Book Browser ® | [ titlepage.xhtml [ | [ partooos.html B

(@ Text 2]
|1 titlepage.xhtml |Chapter 1 i
|1 partoooo.html
| ] partoo01.html WHEREIN the Woods, Noting Our Hero's Sudden Departure, Resolve to Give Chase
E E:;Eggg;:tx There were two competing theories about the difficulties involved in superluminal navigation.
[ partooo4.html The first, popular in universities and laboratories, stated that all things were measurable, and as far as navigation was concerned, all measurable things could be
O measured to any required accuracy. It was, according to this theory, simply a matter of finding the numbers and entering them in the correct order. The second, popular
[ partooos.html -|| on the bridge of most space-faring vehicles across the known galaxy. stated that every tool was finite in scope and fallible in operation, making any of those
[ partooo7.html measurements prone to error.
[ partooos.html Grif Vindh, captain of the Fool's Errand, was an experienced pilot; as such, he favored the latter theory.
| partoo09.html It wasn't that he felt superluminal travel was inherently unsafe—it was unsafe in theory, but in practice he felt it was safer than anyone had a right to expect from an
|7 partoo10.heml engineering end-run around the laws of physics that enveloped a ship in a field of artificial space and time, hurtling it through the galaxy at speeds the universe would
|| partoo11.html just as soon pretend didn't exist. Of course, on those statistically rare occasions when something did go wrong, the results were usually catastrophic... and catastrophic
|1 partoo12.html results was one of Grif's three least favorite phrases, right up there with honest government official and mandatory tax on imported goods.
l—:l part0013.html But the danger of a catastrophic resuit folding Grif and his crew into five or six more dimensions than they really ought to have was the kind of thing that could be
L] parto014.html | monitored and avoided in most instances. What bothered him a little more was that from the time they jumped to tach to the time they dropped out they were flying
L] partoo15.html blind. He had to trust his on-board instrumentation to keep track of their direction and relative speed. He had to trust that the superluminal beacon sitting at their
|—:| part0016.html destination was functioning properly, that it was sending them accurate drop coordinates, and that it wasn't sending another ship the same drop coordinates at the same
L part0017.html time. He trusted his ship and his crew enough that he didn't expect a fumble on his end.
| ] partoo18.html
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Eg;igg;::iﬂ He sighed, then pushed his chair back along its guide rail until it locked into the far position, taking him out of the nest and into the bridge proper. Immediately he
part0026.html felt the bridge crew tense: the click of his chair entering the bridge meant their captain was going stir crazy.

part0027.html Grif looked at his crew, the older, white-haired man sitting to his left, and the dark-haired beauty to his right — both trying their best to ignore him — and sighed
part0028.html || again. 5
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Cover Design

* Gimp

* Inkscape

Front cover for ebooks

* Wraparound cover for print
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Print cover template
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Finished cover

Joey's family goes on vacation at a cabin in the
mountains every year.

This year he's twelve. He'll finally get to canoe a
himself, and the lake's mysterious little island ca
him. But it's not shaping up to be a perfect
Joey still has to look after his younger brof
sister.
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Publishing a print book

* Publisher takes care of this step

* Print-On-Demand prints PDF files
— Amazon KDP Print
— IngramSpark
— Draft2Digital Print?
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Publishing an ebook @

* Most ebook stores accept Word or EPUB
— Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing
— Nook Press
— Apple Books
— Draft2Digital
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Digital Rights Management

* Digital Restrictions Management?
— Only affects paying customers

— Can be automatically stripped in seconds

ubuntu®



Questions? g
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