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A view from a visit
in Korea …





“... In Korea, various plates are served to 
the centre of the table, so anyone can 
have a taste of each dish if they want …”

Julia Lee and Pruepat Songtieng, Michelin 2021:
“A Korean's Guide To Dining”



Image by Freepik

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/hand-drawn-korean-traditional-illustration_38687240.htm#query=Korea%20serving%20soju&position=15&from_view=search&track=ais


Learning Korean:
“... our son” - not “my son”



The “우리(we)”, ”저희(our)”

Ann Babe, BBC 2017:
“Why South Koreans rarely use the word me”
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Wachs , NItecki, Schueller, Polleres 2022: The Geography of Open Source
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Sourceforge 2008 Github 2021

“Countries ranked by 
number of OSS 
developers per 

capita”:

South Korea
from 25 top 11

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162522000105




You

vs the guy she tells you not to worry about









The open source 
definition by the OSI

1. Free Redistribution

2. Source Code

3. Derived Works

4. Integrity of The Author’s Source Code

5. No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups

6. No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor

7. Distribution of License

8. License Must Not Be Specific to a Product

9. License Must Not Restrict Other Software

10. License Must Be Technology-Neutral

https://opensource.org/osd/
https://opensource.org/osd/




But OSS is also about the “we”:

Distributed Development

Image by NASA, unsplash



Open source is about
distributed 

development

1. Accessible repository
2. Documentation (e.g Diataxis)
3. Accessible artefacts
4. Public bug tracker
5. Public forum
6. Public project meetings
… 
enabling distributed development

https://diataxis.fr/


Contributor
license agreement

For distributed contributions, ensuring 
the publishing entity is legally entitled 
to distribute the code.

e.g. CLA for projects at Canonical 

https://ubuntu.com/legal/contributors


Contributor
guidelines

Definition of done
How to prepare a contribution
How submit a contribution

e.g. Contributor guidelines for Juju

https://github.com/juju/juju/blob/3.3/CONTRIBUTING.md


Community 
management

Presentations
Workshops
Dedicated meetings
Podcasts
Blog posts
Social media presence
Special interest groups



Open Source is ready:
the foundation for professional
distributed development. 



The Korean we-culture is a perfect fit! 

What does OSS mean to you?
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